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X OTHER - See comments below.

COMMENTS:

This bill would abolish the mandatory State Bar of California and would transfer
to the California Supreme Court and the Administrative Office of the Courts (AOC)
all powers, duties, and functions relating to admission to the practice of law,
attorney discipline, mandatory continuing legal education, and the Client
Security Fund currently vested in the State Bar Board of Governors.  The bill
also would transfer State Bar employees that perform the transferred functions to
the AOC, and would prohibit that office from paying the licensing fees of its
attorney employees.  This bill would authorize the establishment of the
California State Lawyer’s Association as a voluntary unincorporated association
and would declare the intent of the Legislature to transfer all assets of the
State Bar to the voluntary association upon its formation, to the extent that the
transfer is consistent with the California Constitution.

The changes to the Revenue and Taxation Code made by this bill are technical:
referencing the Administrative Office of the Courts instead of the State Bar.  To
the extent this bill may result in a change in the amount paid by the department
for attorney’s licensee fees (currently state bar membership dues), the bill
would affect the department’s annual budget.  Otherwise, this bill would not
impact the department’s current programs or practices and would not impact the
state’s income tax revenue.
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